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HOLIDAY FIESTA THRILLS ALL!

Shakespeare would have asked, “Hark,
Lord and Lady! Dost thou recall such
dexterity of heel and castanet?” Daniel
Boone would have drawled, “a dang fine
fandango, at that.” Custer would have worn
his Arrow shirt. One member compared the
evening to his high school prom, then he
added, “…what I can remember of it.”
The December Fiesta proved, once again,
that the Spanish Club is booming! Food,

animated conversation and laughter all
around were punctuated by a special dance
performance of Vladimir Pavlov and Bette
Smith, dancing a rumba and a salsa. He is a
competitive ballroom teacher; she, an ice
and ballroom dance competitor. Their
splendid show was met with enthusiastic
cheers and applause!
We were very aware of the many new faces
in attendance! The more than one hundred
guests showed Olivette Miller special
gratitude with a standing ovation for her
years of volunteerism for our Club,
especially her long service as treasurer.
The business meeting produced a new
group of officers for 2019. Jo raffled some
fine baskets of special gifts. As usual, the
editor got nothing.
Our special thanks go to Fiesta
Chairperson, Jo Keitges, and volunteer
Roland Robinson (who always plays a large
part in the Grand Holiday event programming). Photos throughout our news
letter will speak for themselves.
-Ed

The Mission of the Spanish Club is to learn the language and
appreciate the Hispanic culture through classes, cultural Events,
fiestas and travel.

2019 CLASSES FULL SPEED AHEAD!
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CLUB OFFERS ELEVEN
DIFFERENT CLASSES…
The New Year began with a full slate
of classes, and classes full of students!
At left: Teacher Mary Ann J.
emphasizes a point!
Below: Mentor Mary F. is tuning the
finer points of pronunciation with
students.

“My Club teacher is better than my college
Spanish teachers were…” (overheard after
a recent class)

“THANKS” GO OUT TO OUR
VALUABLE MENTORS
With 60 members in our Beginning
Spanish Class this year, teachers faced an
overwhelming challenge. Three classes of
20 students provide each teacher a full
language load!
Enter some incredible volunteer mentors,
who assist the lead teacher with all aspects
of the program. Their help allows small
groups of students to function in individual
help sessions with a Spanish language
speaker.
The laughter and learning are contagious!
Here are the current volunteer mentors:
Karen Brown, Steve Moyner, Lola
Crilly, Delores (Lola) Hudson, Arlene
Foster, Lou Hennesey and Mary Fry.
This kind of giving is what makes our
Spanish Club so great!
_______________________________
VALENTINE’S FIESTA TICKET
RESERVATIONS (check your email)

__________________________________
Ed and Ellen Zacko note that the tickets
for the up-coming February 5th flamenco
and jazz concerts are sold out! You will see
many Spanish Clubbers in attendance.

\
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OUR TEACHERS, OFFICERS,
COORDINATORS AND HELPERS
ARE ALL VOLUNTEERS…
LET THEM KNOW HOW MUCH WE
APPRECIATE THEM!
******************

DECEMBER FIESTA
ENTERTAINED MORE THAN
100 MEMBERS, FEATURED
SMILES AND LAUGHTER!

New president Lee Howard
(above left) is joined by (L to
R) Donna Howard, ( secretary
of state), Jo Keitges (Fiesta
chair), Diane Heisner,
(Public relations) and Paul
Voorhees, (Secretary). See
entire officer and committee
leaders listed on page 8.

Above: Margaret, with husband Keith
Rauch

At left: Loren and Terry Uthof
Fiesta, December 2018

LA META DEL CLUB ESPAÑOL
La meta del Club Español es el aprendizaje del idioma y el aprecio
de la cultura hispana a través de clases, eventos culturales y fiestas.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE…
BUENOS DIAS MIS AMIGOS Y
ESTUDIANTES DE LA CLUB DE
ESPAÑOL. FELICES FEISTAS!
AS WE START THE NEW YEAR WITH
OUR CLUB WE ARE FILLED WITH
EXCITEMENT AND EXPECTATIONS.
OUR CLUB, WHICH IS DESCRIBED AS A “SOCIAL” CLUB, IS ALL OF THAT AND MORE. FOR
MANY OF OUR MEMBERS, IT MEANS
TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE SOCIAL
Alice and Jim Dodson greet Mary Ann and
AND
MANY
LEARNING
Jim Jasken
OPPORTUNITIES
THAT
ARE
AVAILABLE
.
**********
OVER THE PAST YEAR WE HAVE SEEN IMPRESSIVE GROWTH NOT ONLY IN CLASS
SIZES AND NUMBER OF CLASSES BUT AN INCREASED PARTICIPATION IN OUR TRAVEL
OPPORTUNITIES, BOOK CLUB GATHERINGS, MEXICAN TRAIN GAMES, FILM PRESENTATIONS, DANCE CLUB, COOKING CLASSES, SMALL GROUPS PRACTICING
CONVERSATIONAL SPANISH AT A MEMBER’S HOME. ALL OF THESE PROGRAMS
PROVIDE SMALLER GROUP SOCIAL GATHERINGS THAT OFFER
PRACTICE
OPPORTUNITIES FOR SPANISH IN A COMFORTABLE ENVIRONMENT.
AS INTEREST AND PARTICIPATION INCREASES WE WILL LOOK AT POSSIBLY ADDING
NEW OPPORTUNITIES THAT WILL PROVIDE A SOCIAL/LEARNING EXPERIENCE. WE
VALUE YOUR PARTICIPATION IN ANY MANNER. WE HAVE SEEN AN AMAZING GROWTH
IN THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS WHO HAVE EXPRESSED AN INTEREST IN VOLUNTEERING
TO HELP THE CLUB. THE SUCCESS WE HAVE EXPERIENCED THE LAST FEW YEARS IS
DUE TO THESE PEOPLE. IF YOU HAVE ANY THOUGHTS OR IDEAS OF A NEW PROGAM,
BIG OR SMALL, THAT MIGHT APPEAL TO OUR MEMBERS, PLEASE LET US KNOW. IT IS
THROUGH THE DIFFERENT AND EXCITING PROGRAMS WE OFFER THAT ALLOW YOU TO
MEET NEW FRIENDS AND EXPAND YOUR CULTURAL AWARENESS. (con’d page 8 )

Your dues may be overdue.
Don’t miss out on our many
Club Activities!

At right: Pat and Sandy Mahoney
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Spanish Movie Night Hosts Nearly
Forty Members!

Barb Dorr and John Boshears
Holiday Fiesta 2018

Austin McGeary knows how to put on a
good movie! Since attendees at Movie
Night has outgrown a classroom, the group
met in the theater setting in the Johnson
Recreation Center. It was found to be a
much more comfortable venue.
Want a Friday night outing? See details
on page 10 (at bottom).
___________________________________

Mexico City Prepares for the Arrival
of the SCW Spanish Club

Many of the fine photos herein are courtesy
of our fine photographer, John Anderson.
___________________________________

Jim Khami has recently been advised by local
government officials in Mexico City that efforts
are underway to welcome the Sun City West
Spanish Club on April 1 for six days of fun,
frolic, and serious travel in Mexico City and
environs. Word has it that the Paseo de la
Reforma is undergoing a major beautification
project to make the Club feel at home. The local
officials have also indicated that they have
ordered excellent weather with no rain during the
club’s stay. Musicians and dancers at the Palacio
de Bellas Artes are also spending additional
hours rehearsing for an extra-special performance
of their world-renowned Ballet Folklórico for the
Arizona guests of honor.
Twenty participants have already signed up for
this special trip offered by A Closer Look
Tours.
The group recently met at the
home of Jim and Dianne Khami for their
initial get together to review the itinerary
and share travel knowledge and experience.
They will meet again in February and
March. Even those who have visited
Mexico City in the past are looking
forward to experiencing nearby cities of
Cholula, Puebla, Cuernavaca, and the silver
city of Taxco with fellow club members.
Space is still available for Club members
and guests. If interested, contact Jim at
jimkhami@gmail.com
for
detailed
information.

ELEINE GREENE REPORTS
“Limited Space” remains for the
Oaxaca Immersion School…
Please check the Spanish Club Website
or our December newsletter for details
(past newsletters are on the website).
Questions? Eleine Greene
ecgreenerainbow@gmail.com

New members Jerry Johnson and wife Kathi Long
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CLUB READIES FOR
VALENTINE’S FIESTA…
Love seeing new members!
With the December Holiday Fiesta
still rather fresh in our minds, Jo K. is
back in the preparations mode, and
does her plan sound wonderful!
Join Club members for the annual
February Romantic Gathering, not a
blast, but more of a “tender word and
sweet nothings” motif). Join us
February 11, 5-8pm, Summit Hall A at
Palm Ridge. Res. required, guest name,
$13 member, $15 guest (limit 1), mail
to: Delores Hudson, 13403 W. Shadow
Hills Drive, SCW, 85375, deadline 2-4

Above, Bill and Mary Fry settle in for the
Holiday Fiesta! They are one couple amongst
many new members this year.

HERE IS FANTASTIC… (AT NO CHARGE to Club members)!
Oh sure, like this will offer you an opportunity to listen (live) to a radio station anywhere in the world.
Or sell you ocean front property in Arizona…
Want to hear a Madrid radio broadcast live, huh? How about Mexico City, or Lima? Bogota, maybe?
We’re talking Spanish here. But, maybe there is a Czechoslovakian Craig’s List or a Nigerian Top Ten
Show… At this very moment, we are bringing you one fantastic piece of information. You can’t get this
stuff anywhere else!
The green dots on this Google Earth map represent a radio station anywhere in the world. Click on any one of the dots and you
will immediately listen to that station with very good sound. HEAR WHAT THE WORLD IS SAYING…
http://radio.garden/live/toulouse/radiopresence/

A note for your calendar…
FIESTA PRIMAVERA SLATED
April 11 at Palm Ridge, 5-8pm
The Board will be treating
members and guests to a taco bar
with all the fixings. This event
will celebrate a great year for our
Club! Watch for an email notice.
At left, new members Mark and
Cheryl Sanderson enjoy the
December Fiesta.
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PHOENIX ART MUSEUM HOSTS MEXICAN PHOTO DISPLAY
Mexican Photographers, Mexican Views features more than 60 photographs created solely by
Mexican artists that offer an intimate view into 20th-century Mexico and the country’s shifting
national identity. The show began in December and runs thru June 9th.
The exhibition, with works drawn exclusively from the collection of the Center for Creative
Photography in Tucson, showcases a range of photographic techniques used in 20th-century
Mexican photography and includes pastoral landscapes, portraits of indigenous peoples, and
images of everyday rural life.
Featured photographers include Hugo Brehme (1882–1954), Lola Álvarez Bravo (1903–1993),
and Manuel Álvarez Bravo (1902–2002), among others.
General Admission: $23, Adults $20, (Ages 65+) $18
Location: 1625 N. Central Avenue, Phoenix, AZ. (602) 457-5814

Editor’s Desk… (Could it be the water?)
There are many indications of an
organization’s quality; its health barometer,
you might say. I have noted in past columns
the tremendous volunteerism within and
outside our Club by our members.
Recently, I scanned through the local
newspaper. I noted a face that I recognized,
then another, and yet, another! The article
featured thirteen members of the Swim Team
who are slated to compete in the 2019
National Seniors Games in Albuquerque this
summer. Four (no…5) of the thirteen
competitors are from our Spanish Club!
Donna Howard, Mary Mann, Diane Heisner
and Eleine Greene are competing in the
National Senior Games, summer, 2019. And
the coach? Our new president, Lee Howard!
So many of our members are active in
various organizations in and out of our
community. Many are participants and
leaders in their hobby, spiritual, academic,
musical and athletic interests. Many support
hobbies and activities far removed from their
Spanish Club experience.
The community participation by Spanish
Clubbers is just another positive in the
overall quality of our membership. I am
proud to be a sliver off such an awesome
block.
Jim, Editor

JANUARY MEXICAN TRAIN NETS 15
PLAYERS!
New members added enthusiasm to the
recent gathering of Mexican Train, a dice and
board game, which featured proficiency with
Spanish numbers.
Arlin Foster announces the next session
will be February 19 (Tues) at the Chicory
Beardsley room, 1-3pm.
March date: the 12th, same time & place
(See photos on page 10.)

June and Bob Fredericksen, Holiday Fiesta
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2019 OFFICERS AND LEADERS

2019 BOARD MEMBERS
L to R- Dianne Heisner, Lee Howard,
Mimi Williams, Donna Howard, Paul
Voorhees, Jo Keitges, Dolores Hudson.
Missing- Tish Iwazuk (out of town)
*************
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (continued from
p. 3)
ON A PERSONAL NOTE, I WOULD LIKE
THE THANK THE 2018 BOARD FOR ALL
THE EFFORT THEY PUT FORTH THAT
MADE THE PAST YEAR SO SUCCESSFUL.
I WOULD ALSO RECOGNIZE TWO
SPECIAL BOARD MEMBERS, JO KEITGES
AND OLIVETTE MILLER. JO HAS A LONG
AND
SUCCESSFUL
RECORD
OF
ORGANIZING
OUR CLUB’S LARGEST
SOCIAL EVENTS, THE FIESTAS! ”JOB
WELL DONE!” OLIVETTE HAS BEEN THE
CLUB TREASURER FOR SEVERAL TERMS
IN OFFICE DEALING WITH DUES,
EXPENSES, BOOK ACCOUNTS, ETC. AND
WE HAVE NEVER MISSED A NICKEL! AN
EXCEPTIONAL JOB FROM AN EXCEPTIONAL LADY. MUCHAS GRACIAS, MI
AMIGA. MY SPECIAL THANKS TO PAUL
FOR MENTORING ME TO REPLACE HIM
AS PRESIDENT. HE HAS DEMONSTRATED
HIS NATURAL LEADERSHIP AND GREAT
ORGANIZATIONAL SKILLS. I HOPE I CAN
DO AS WELL. – Lee Howard

President - Lee Howard*
V-Pres. - Miriam (Mimi) Williams*
Treasurer - Dolores Hudson*
Secretary - Paul Voorhees*
Public Relations - Dianne Heisner*
Fiesta Chair - Jo Keitges*
Language Class Administrator - Donna
Howard*
Member at Large - Tish Iwaszuk*
Curriculum Director- Mary Ann Jasken
Communications & Travel Coordinator Jim Khami
Student Advisor - Brenda Melcher
Photographer - John Anderson
Technical Support - Dave Porter
Editor - Jim Jasken
(sugarbushwordshop@hotmail.com)
Content Manager, Website Margaret Rauch
WEBSITE - Spanish.scwclubs.com

* board members
SPANISH CLUBBERS IN HEAVEN…
(Doors one, two & three)
St. Peter was showing a prospective SCW resident
the heavenly campus. He opened Door #1. There,
people of all ages were playing tennis, bocce ball,
dancing and swimming, amidst joyous revelry.
He opened the next door. As they peered into the
room, a view of sedate activities including reading,
writing, napping, and quiet meditation enfolded
before them.
As St. Peter opened door #3, crying, wailing and
gnashing of teeth could be heard. Peering over the
unhappy din, the guest asked, “Why are these people
so upset in such a beautiful place?”
The guide leaned against his holy staff, his eyes
narrowing…“They have just been told we have no
Spanish Club here.”

Have you always been interested in volunteering?
Can you spare a few hours a week helping others learn English?
Dysart Community Center, a non-profit community service organization located in El
Mirage, provides opportunities for those wishing to make a difference by becoming an
English as a Second Language (ESL) tutor. With our classes the students can learn at
their own pace, with focus on their needs until they are capable and comfortable to use
the English language in public. At our Center, tutoring is based on your availability, once
or twice a week, for two hours would be ideal. Our ESL program is flexible and volunteer
tutors can teach in the morning, afternoon or evening. We are open Monday through
Wednesday from 10:00 am – 8:00 pm, and on Thursdays 10:00 am – 7:00 pm.
The age of our students is 18+ years old, most are adults with jobs, and/or families. A
commitment of at least 3-4 months is preferred. To be part of our team, no previous
teaching skills are required. If you have a high school diploma or higher education, you
are qualified to teach. Tutors are placed with one student or in small group classes, the
tutor’s preference. Additionally, all support and materials are provided and you can even
observe a few classes to see how this teaching concept works.
One student shared that each time her children gave her special occasions’ cards with
messages written in English, she just put them away because she could not read English.
Now, that she is working on level 4 and capable of reading the language at a much
proficient rate, she has understood all the messages she was not able to in the past.
She felt so overwhelmed with joy from learning all the
beautiful things her children wrote to
her. Additionally, she mentioned that before,
whenever she found herself around an English
speaking crowd she tried to avoid it, because she did
not understand and felt like she was hearing a
background noise. Lately, when that happens, she
feels interested and curious to listen carefully to see
how much she is able to understand.
Thank you in advance for your time and interest.
Sandra Mills
dcc.adulted@gmail.com Dysart Community Center, 14414 N. El Mirage Rd. P.O.
Box 716El Mirage, AZ 85335

FOR SPANISH CLUB MEMBERS ONLY- When dressing
for a Mexican restaurant date, always wear the same color tie
or scarf as the chip dip of the day.
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Smiles (and concentration)
at Mexican Train Group…

PROGRAM UPDATE!
Eleine Greene reminds members that
her Advanced Beginning Reading Class
will begin a new book about February
18. Agentes secretos y el mural de
Picasso will be featured.
She reports, “It is very easy to read and
gives a little bit of information on the
Spanish Civil War.”
The class meets from 9 to 11am on
Mondays. Interested?

ecgreenerainbow@gmail.com
EDITOR CLEANS CLOSET
If you are a current Spanish Club
member, these used books are available
to you at no cost - one per member,
please, first come basis, by email only.
Address on page 8 (You may list a
second choice.).

Gotcha!

(Photos by Arline)

SPANISH MOVIE GROUP MOVES TO
THEATER SETTING!
Spanish film coordinator Austin McGeary
announces a new home, new films, at the comfortable
Johnson Lecture Hall.
February 22, see The Milagro Beanfield War (1988),
Robert Redford directed comedy (in English)
March 22, see TANGO (1988), Argentine musical
drama (in Spanish), Carlo Saura, director
¡Todos apreciamos sus esfuerzos!

-Austin

1. THE CAMPAIGN OF THE
SPANISH ARMADA, KEMP
2. QUEST FOR EMPIRE,
SPANISH SETTLEMENT IN
THE SOUTHWEST, CUTTER
3. CORONADO KNIGHT OF
PUEBLOS & PLAINS, BOLTON
4. THE MIGHTY AZTECS, NAT
GEO
5. THE INCAS & THEIR INCREDIBLE LAND, NAT GEO
6. THE CONQUISTADORS,
Jean Descola
Offer ends on Friday, February
1st, at midnight. See how it pays
to read this newsletter to the
end?
Special thanks to Dolores Hudson,
who is our new Club treasurer!
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FIESTA SMILES All AROUND!
At right- Jan and Chuck Gameros,

MEXICO Early History
(A Series)

John O’donnell and Barbara
Conquistador:
Hernan
Cortes,
King
Montezuma, and the Last Stand of the
Aztecs – by Buddy Levy
(A review by Paul
Voorhees) This book is about the Spanish conquest

of the largest city in the western hemisphere in the
early 16th century with a relatively small force. Not
only did Cortes conquer the city, but he also
converted the pagan Aztec society to
Christianity. The city was Tenochtitlan, now
known as Mexico City. Hernan Cortes arrived in
Mexico in 1519, with the goal of extracting gold
and silver to enrich the Spanish crown as well as
himself, and to convert the population to
Christianity. To say he was very cunning, politically
and legally astute, and persuasive, would be an
understatement.
Aztec
society
was
a
conglomeration of tribes, divided into three states,
each required to pay tributes (taxes) to the King,
Montezuma. Cortes was able to exploit the
various tribes and states by suggesting if they were
to join forces with him, they could avoid such
tributes.

(continued on page 12)

The Olmecs, Mexico’s first known
society, settled on the Gulf Coast near
what is now Veracruz.
Remembered
for the giant head
sculptures they
carved from native stone, the Olmecs
had two main population centers: San
Lorenzo,
which flourished from about 1200 to 900
B.C., and La Venta in Tabasco, which
lasted until about 600 B.C.
By 300 B.C., villages based on
agriculture and hunting had sprung up
throughout the southern half of Mexico.
Monte Albán, home to the Zapotec
people, had an estimated 10,000
inhabitants. Between 100 B.C. and 700
A.D., Teotihuacán, the largest preColumbian city in the Americas, was
constructed near present-day Mexico
City. The civilization that built it is also
called Teotihuacán, and the influence
of this culture can be seen throughout
the Veracruz and Mayan regions. At its
zenith, with a population estimated at
200,000, the civilization is thought to
have controlled a large portion of
southern Mexico. The empire of
Teotihuacán was overthrown in the 7th
century, but the spectacular city survives
today.
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“Hola mis queridos amigos desde la linda ciudad de Buenos
Aires, Argentina.” -Note from Jim Khami while on his Dec.-Jan. trip, 2018-19

WE THREE KINGS at Epiphany Mass
(editor’s note: Jim is the Spanish Club’s
volunteer travel coordinator; he will lead
our Mexico City visit, SPRING 2019)

Mark (son) and I went to our second
Mass in Argentina... today was the feast
of the Epiphany. The cathedral is
narrow with wooden pews and
kneelers. The organ music was nice but
there was no choir like we have in
SCW. What they did have were the
Three Kings (See Photo) and devoted
worshippers. All very cool."
“We've been doing a lot of walking all
over the city. In fact, Mark and I just got
back to our apartment a short time ago
after walking from the cathedral to the
oldest part of town where the immigrants
started arriving in 1880 to 1930. Mark
found us a comfortable apartment on
Airbnb in one of the better parts of town
with one bedroom with two twin beds, a
futon in the main room, fully equipped
kitchen with refrigerator and washing
machine. We're paying $310 complete
for 8 nights, or about $38 per night...”

_______________________________________________________________________
(CONQUISTADOR, cont’d from page 11)
Thus he was able to build a significant military force in Mexico. In addition, he had horses, guns, cannons,
crossbows and steel armor; the Aztecs had bows and arrows, spears and darts. Where he could not gain
followers by persuasion, he gained them by force. The locals believed such power could only come from
gods, and many believed Cortes to be one. During this time the entire area suffered a smallpox epidemic,
killing about half the local population. Tenochtitlan was built on land surrounded by water, connected
to the mainland by four causeways. Approaching the city on these causeways left Cortes very vulnerable
to attack by canoe, as the causeways were often blockaded or partially removed to prevent access. The
genius of Cortes was evident when he decided to build a dozen 40-foot brigantines, which could be rowed
or sailed to the city, crushing native canoes and bringing his firepower where it was needed. In addition,
he had them built about ¼ mile from the lake to be able to defend his position easily, and then had his
men dig a canal 12 feet deep to connect to the lake and launch his boats. Lastly, he disconnected the
water viaduct to the city and cut off food supplies, drastically weakening Montezuma and his army. Many
times Cortes was nearly defeated, but managed to recoup by finally cutting off the water and food supply
to the city, thereby weakening his enemy. He also had to overcome political opposition within the
Spanish nobility while maintaining favor with the Spanish King Carlos I, half a world away. The conquering
of the Aztecs has been said by some to be the greatest military conquest in history.

