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-APRIL ADVENTURE TO MEXICO CITY
-SPANISH CURRICULUM AND CLASS NEWS
-OTHER IMPORTANT CLUB EVENTS!

Pres. Voorhees calls fall meeting to order.
(John Anderson photos)

Anticipating the November Fiesta tapas…
(smiles all around!)

The Mission of the Spanish Club is to learn the language and
appreciate the Hispanic culture through classes, cultural
Events, fiestas and travel.

AFTER AN EXCITING MARCH,
2018 IMMERSION, ELEINE IS
PLANNING ANOTHER…
ARE YOU READY!?
Please join us for an exciting one or
two-week
Spanish
Intensive
experience in the historic city of
Oaxaca, Mexico. The dates for the
program are March 17-30. We will
once again be studying at the Don
Quijote School.
The School is located in the heart of
the historic district of this UNESCO
World Heritage Site, within walking
distance of restaurants, hotels, and
cultural sights. The school offers
many levels of instruction from
beginning to advanced levels.
LODGING:
1. Lodging through the school:
* Single room + breakfast: $325 per
week, *Double room breakfast: $275
2. Nearby hotels (within a couple of
blocks): approximately $80 per night
AIRFARE:
Phoenix (Sky Harbor) to Oaxaca.
American Airlines offers the best
flight (one stop through Dallas).
Flight is about 6 1/2 hours. Cost is
approximately $750 round trip. Flight
leaves very early AM so you arrive
about 12:30pm.
SCHOOL: One week option: $415;
Two week option: $655
Hasta entonces,
Eleine Greene
ecgreenerainbow@yahoo.com
(541)954-3322
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If you wish to enjoy this trip and the
Mexico City adventure (see P.3), the
schedule permits you to join that trip
from Mexico, saving time and expenses!
See more details on page 11.
********************************

Lola Crilly, Dorita Gruber, new
leaders!

WE JUST KEEP GETTING
BETTER! By Mary Ann Jasken
November brought a new and exciting
component to our Spanish language
learning. Two groups of intermediate
level students are meeting in small
groups to discuss the book, La Hija del
Sastre. It takes place during the Spanish
Civil War. The book and discussions are
designed to give practice to students
ready to speak about the past.
Two talented and generous Spanishspeaking women are sharing their
language and opening their homes to our
members to make this possible.
(continued on Page 10)
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SPANISH CLUB TRIP SCHEDULED
FOR APRIL TO MEXICO CITY!

COMING SOON!

December 7
December 12

Holiday Fiesta DECEMBER 7
Book Club
DECEMBER 12
Host: Laura Johnson

December 21

Final day classes DECEMBER 21

Tour director Jim Khami and tour company owner
Agustín Caparrós discuss upcoming tour with
members, recently.

Mr. Caparrros is the founder and president
of A Closer Look Tours. Not only that, he will
personally join our Spanish Club for the trip
to Mexico City (Are you kidding me?)! We
don’t know how Jim Khami does it!
A Closer Look Tours is a family-run
company headquartered in Glendale. The
company specializes in providing tours to
everyday life various parts of Mexico.
It is their company that arranged the
Copper Canyon trip a couple of years ago
and will be in charge of the tour to Mexico
City April 1-7, 2019.
Jim comments, “Everyone was happy with
the Copper Canyon trip and I think they will
be equally delighted with Mexico City.”

DEVOTION TO CLUB
Gustino Mariano announces that
his recently opened SCW
TATOOS, Inc. is offering a
fleur de lis border with superb
scroll letters which say…
WEBSITESpanish.scwclubs.com

JANUARY 7 Begin new classes
JANUARY 9 Book Club- Host:
Jackie Burris
FEBRUARY 11 Valentines Fiesta
Palm Ridge summit Hall A
FEBRUARY 13 Book club- Host: Jackie
Armstrong
***See trip(s) details from travel Director Jim
Khami on Page 11.

NEW EXHIBITION MEXICAN
PHOTOGRAPHERS, MEXICAN
VIEWS…
Opening December 1
PHOENIX
ART
MUSEUM
(thanks, John O.)
Mexican Photographers, Mexican Views
features more than 60 works, including
portraits, landscapes, and images of
20th-cenutry Mexico. The exhibition, with
works created solely by Mexican artists,
offers an intimate view into the country’s
shifting national identity and showcases
a range of photographic techniques used
in 20th-century Mexican photography.
INFORMATION:

602-257-2124
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HOLIDAY FIESTA
PROMISES GREAT EVENING
OF FOOD, FUN, NEW
OFFICERS AND GREAT
SPIRITS …
The Holiday Fiesta will feature
dinner at the Grandview Terrace
Ballroom on December 7th from 58. Check your recently sent information from the Club regarding the
menu choices.
The evening will feature drawings
for six baskets: 2 margaritas, 2 pasta
dinners, 1 soup dinner and 1 coffeetea basket for the lucky winners.
Coffee and water will be provided.
Members are welcome to bring their
favorite beverages. Each member
may bring one guest.
In addition, the Fiesta will highlight
an evening of dancing, with a D.J. to
direct the festivities.
The annual election of officers will
take place during a short meeting
slated for 5:15.
Jo Keitges heads the Fiesta plan.

YOU MUST RSVP TO ATTEND,
DEADLINE DECEMBER 3RD!
See website for details…

Spanish.scwclubs.com

sugarbushwordshop@
hotmail.com (newsletter,
Jim Jasken, editor)

WHO IS THIS NEW SCW
LADY?

- a former Central American dictator
- U.S. Secretary to United Nations
- a new Spanish curriculum teacher
- the Canadian Curling Team goalie
______________________________
We are so happy to welcome to our
Club Teaching Staff,
Kathy McSparran …
Her students will tell you her smile
lights up the room. And she can stand
on a chair!
UNIVERSITY RESEACH HAS
SHOWN THAT ONE OF THE
BEST MEASURES COUNTERACTING ALZHEIMERS IS
STUDYING A 2nd LANGUAGE.
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT…

Club Officers & Chairs 2018
Paul Voorhees, President
Lee Howard, Vice-President
Olivette Miller, Treasurer
Jim Dodson, Secretary
Tish Iwaszuk, Member-at-large
Dianne Heisner, Public Relations
Jo Keitges, Fiesta Chair
Donna Howard, Language Class
Administrator
MaryAnn Jasken, Teacher Rep
Brenda Melcher, Student Advisor
Arline Foster, Mexican Train
Stephen Hohl, Movie Night
Paul Voorhees, Book Club
Jim Khami, Travel Coordinator
Dave Porter, Tech Support
Karen Brown, Cooking Classes
John Anderson, Photographer
Jan Gameros, Proofreader
Margaret Rauch, Proofreader
Jim Jasken, Newsletter Editor
Website: Spanish.scwclubs.com

As I write this, on the day after
Thanksgiving, it’s a bit of a struggle to
think of anything meaningful to say,
except how thankful I am, and I’m
confident we all are, for everything,
starting with our historically great
country, the bounty which most of us in
Sun City West are overwhelmed with
daily, our exceptional Club Español,
and much, much more.
Of course the basis for our
appreciation is the people around us,
our neighbors in this community, and
especially those who participate in our
club and make it a joy to be involved,
even as some of us wonder how the one
time we said ‘yes’ when asked to assist,
could morph into what can sometimes
feel like a full-time job. But thanks to a
terrific group of teachers, we learn a
skill which opens our lives to an
appreciation of another culture; thanks
to other activity leaders and
administrative volunteers, we play,
travel and party together, all the while
learning and enriching our lives.
As some of us prepare to enjoy
the Apple Cup (Washington State &
Washington football) today, in the back
of our minds we know that we’re likely
in the 4th quarter of our lives, and being
somewhat humbled by all we’ve
received, it’s even more important to
give back as much as possible before
the two minute warning. So let’s take
on the challenge of how we can do even
more to help others around us, be they
family, friends, or strangers. It’s what
we’re all about. Here’s wishing everyone a joyous holiday season!
- Paul

LA META DEL CLUB ESPAÑOL
La meta del Club Español es el aprendizaje del idioma y el aprecio
de la cultura hispana a través de clases, eventos culturales y fiestas.
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Editor’s Desk…
So, I’m sitting at the back of a
hundred or so people in the
Shuffleboard Room at Johnson Rec
Center, wondering what’s wrong with
these people. The stock market had
lost 4% the previous day, it was a
cloudy October morning and the
coffee was too strong, even for me.
Yet, here is a room full of men and
women, welcoming newcomers,
laughing, hugging and carrying on as
if they haven’t seen each other for
months. Then it occurred to me, they
hadn’t.
This first Club meeting since spring
was so filled with positivity, crisp
organization, and, yes, a lot of
laughter. It was obvious to me that
people were in attendance because
they were excited; excited to renew
friendships,
make
new
ones,
advance their Spanish skills and/or
Spanish travel experiences. They
had a purpose that transcended the
pastry tray.
I felt a tinge of pride as the
teachers were introduced. Yes, I was
right… this group of teachers could
be a college staff. Their credentials
include specialty training in teaching
a language to adults, a special field
beyond simple Spanish teaching.
It’s a good feeling to belong to
such a special group of friends. Life
is fun on the good ship ESPAÑOL.
Jim J. editor
(sugarbushwordshop@hotmail.com)

OUR CLUB ROCKS WITH
VOLUNTEERISM!

President Paul Voorhees confers with
Secretary Olivette Miller after the
October 11 Membership Meeting.

Special thanks to tech advisor Dave
Porter who made a house call to Mary
Ann’s classroom to fix the gimpy
electronics. He may not wear a cape
(most days), but he is a Superman to
our Classes!
******************************

See you at the Fiesta December 7!

THIS IS NOT YOUR GRANDFATHER’S SPANISH CLUB…
(Paul Voorhees is 189th president)
Sending his soldiers to central and
southern North America, the king of
Spain wished to form a Club for the
ages, as he called it. Our SCW Spanish
Club was founded in 1519 by Hernan
Cortez; not surprising, he was our first
president.
Since the king’s emissaries lacked
tactful diplomacy, thousands of Natives
were force to join by a mere proclamation by Club President Cortez.
This decree, approved by parliamenttarian Roberto Ruleo, did the trick. No
dues were required, other than a sizable
gold contribution from each location.
The king of Spain was very happy.
Not only that, people began attending
Club-built churches in each community.
Club members became Christians by
the thousands! Rome was very happy.
By 1833 Club memberships began to
decrease. The deaths of so many young
men ended the two century trend of
rising memberships. President Santa
Anna (twenty- fourth in diplomatic line
of Club presidents) was burdened with
the problems of shrinking Club
economic resources for the king.
After considerable study, it was determined that the only salvation for the
Club’s future was to extend membership
to
minority
immigrants
(like
Bohemians, Swedes, and the Polish);
even Baptists and Lutherans. Neither the
king nor the pope was very happy, but,
as the saying goes, the Club must go on.
All of these historic details are found
in the early Club minutes which, of
course, lie in King Filep VI’s vault in
Madrid, today. Quite a legacy, indeed.
(-editor)
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Check the website and/or your
email for special announcements of upcoming movies,
games and classes. They are
being planned as you read this!
Read

MEXICAN TRAIN GAME
HOSTS 12 SPANISH CLUB
MEMBERS
Arline Foster, doorkeeper and hostess
of the game Mexican Train, reports that
a lively session took place on Tuesday,
November 20. Students practiced their
Spanish and had an enjoyable
experience. Many of the attendees were
from Mary Ann’s morning class.
Plan to join the fun in January. Watch
for an announcement, or check the
website. Arline & Fred’s number is 406534-1611. You’ll be delighted you did!

SPANISH FACTS OF INTEREST
1. Spanish is spoken by 500 million
people with a growing trend that will
reach 600 million speakers by 2050. –
Source: Instituto Cervantes
2. Spanish is the second most studied
language in the world. In 2010, the
number of people studying Spanish as a
second language was more than 20
million–Source: Instituto Cervantes
3. After Latin, the language that has had
the biggest influence on Spanish was
Arabic. Today, the foreign language
exerting the most influence is English.
About.com
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The House of Broken Angels by LuisAlberto Urrea
(Book Review – Colleen Parris)
American family, and, in this process
reconciles both with his past and several
family members. Like the celebrated
American author Junot Diaz (who writes of
the Dominicano community in the USA),
Urrea intersperses Spanish throughout the
book without translation. He also employs
Mexican slang, Chicano slang and Spanglish
reflecting the family’s movement from
Mexico to the USA and the changes in
language use over generations. Some of
this is earthy, but educational!

The House of Broken Angels ostensibly
spans just a few weeks, covering first the
funeral of the Cruz family matriarch and
then, the 70th birthday of her oldest son, Big
Angel. Big Angel is dying of cancer and uses
his remaining time to cast back to the long
history of his Mexican and Mexican-

A fun, fast read, the novel contains both
universal family themes and stories unique
to the Mexican American experience. And if
you are not familiar with Junot Diaz, try The
Brief Wonderous Life of Oscar Wao, in
audio book format. It is narrated by the
author, himself.

USE FRAGRANCES SPARINGLY TO HELP PREVENT SENSITIVITY
ISSUES
(From Dori Miller, Senior Office Coordinator, Sun City West)
Simple outings most of us take for granted can be intimidating for Sun City West residents
with allergies to perfumes, chemicals and odors. Most of us don’t even think about chemical
sensitivities when we spray on perfume or cologne, but for some residents this can be a severe
problem, so the Rec Center is asking the community to keep this in mind as they go about their
activities and attend our events.
For some individuals, particularly those with asthma, exposure to even the smallest amounts
of a chemical allergen can trigger an attack. These reactions are called Multiple Chemical
Sensitivities or environmental sensitivities, and the severity of the symptoms can vary. Some
people report mild irritation while others are incapacitated and must give up many activities.
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CLUB NAME TAGS STILL AVAILABLE
To order, send an email to Jamie Phillip at
jamie@bestnamebadges.com, ask for a
Spanish Club badge, include the name you
want on the badge, specify either a 1 line or a
2 line name, your email, and reference order #
258768. You will receive a link to use to pay for
the badge once the company has created it.
Takes about one week. $8.35 (includes
postage)

1 Line name

---------------------------------------------------------------2 Line Name

“Jim, I am active in several SCW clubs, as well as our church. The enthusiasm of the teachers and
members of the Spanish Club is second to none…”
(rec’d by email to the editor 11-8-2018)

Over one hundred November Fiesta guests selected from tables of over sixty tapas choices!
(John Anderson photo)

(Continued from Page 2)
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WE JUST KEEP GETTING BETTER!

Dorita’s Discussion Group (L to R) Arline Foster, Mary Flint, Dorita, Charlene
Smith, Jack Keyes, Jo Keitges, and Victoria Love
Lola Crilly was born and raised in Spain. At 18 years of age, she came to the United
States on summer break to visit her sister. There she met John, now her spouse of 48
years. They returned to Spain to marry and returned to the US to live. When asked about
the Spanish club, Lola said, "My goodness, I don't have words to describe it. It's the best
thing since sliced bread. I'm loving it. It's really overwhelming." Lola said she's "a little
nervous and a lot excited" about her new reading group. Lola also aids in a number of
classrooms and brings the beauty of her Castilian accent to our classes.
Dorita Gruber, who speaks four languages, learned Spanish at the United Nations
while working there for four years, but she became fluent out of necessity after she
moved to the Galapagos Islands (Ecuador) because nobody spoke English there. She
lived on the island of Isabela for 18 years, welcoming and caring for guests at her small
hotel. Dorita's love of the Spanish culture is apparent as you listen to her words. "Today,
there are so many people who speak Spanish in this country, and I have seen how
Latinos' eyes light up when I speak Spanish to them.
“We are so close to Mexico that I hope many people will visit that beautiful and
interesting country to appreciate its cultural inheritance. And Guatemala needs our tourist
dollars and offers the unique Mayan site of Tikal, where in the early morning hours the
parrots chatter in the trees and the monkeys play catch me just as they did 800 years ago."
Our club is most fortunate to have these women gift us with their time and talent.
Muchas gracias, Lola y Dorita
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Included in the program are a city tour, Mexican
food workshop, and Latin dance class. Also
included is a half day guided excursion to the
archeological site of Monte Albán and a full day trip
to Hierve el Agua, and Tule.
Questions about the Oaxaca immersion program
should be directed to Eleine Greene at
ecgreenerainbow@yahoo.com.

***Magic in Mexico City

TRAVEL DIRECTOR JIM KHAMI’S
TRAVEL DETAILS TO MEMBERS…
***Immersion in Oaxaca
International travel with new and old friends who
share a common interest and love of the Spanish
language and culture are in for a treat next year. The
travel committee is planning two exciting cultural
experiences in 2019. In March Don Quijote
Language Learning will offer a linguistic and
cultural immersion program in the beautiful city of
Oaxaca, known for its native culture, food, and
crafts.
Spanish classes in all levels will be held Monday
through Friday at the school which is located 4
blocks from the Zocalo (main city square). A twoweek program will begin March 17 and the oneweek program will begin on March 24. Both
programs will end on March 31 so that those who
will also be participating in the Mexico City trip
beginning on April 1 can save the cost of an
additional airfare between Phoenix and Mexico City.

On April 1, the magic of Mexico City will lure
Spanish Club members for a 7 day/6 nights guided
coach tour of the principal highlights of this
important historical and cultural world capital.
The itinerary features 6 nights in the 5-star
Marquis Reforma Hotel located on the Paseo de la
Reforma, round-trip airport transfers, baggage and
handling, most meals, all taxes and entry fees, tour
manager, and local guides.
Destinations of interest feature the Pyramids at
Teotihuacan, floating gardens of Xochimilco, the
Guadalupe Shrine, Chapultepec Park and Castle,
Zócalo, National Palace, and the famous Museum of
Anthropology. We will also take excursions to
Cuernavaca, Cholula, Puebla, and the silver city of
Taxco. A highlight of the week will be a performance of the Ballet Folklórico in the beautiful
Palace of Fine Arts. Even visitors who have
frequented some of Mexico’s resorts and beaches
will be impressed with the variety and vitality of
experiences Mexico City offers.
For additional information and full descriptions and
prices of both travel opportunities, visit the club
website at spanish.scwclubs.com, click “Events” and
then “Travel”. Additional information and sign-up
for Mexico City should be directed to Jim Khami at
jimkhami@gmail.com

BULLETIN: 11-30-2018, PRONUNCIATION CLASS (MARY ANN & MARY FRY, FACILITATORS)
NUMBERED 32 STUDENTS and 4 VOLUNTEER HELPERS, MAKING IT A PERFECT DAY IN CLASS!

